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Objectives

According to the EU Commission, Technology transfer (TT) is the process of transferring scientific and technological
research results, as well as associated skills and procedures, to the market and society at large [1]. Nowadays, technology
transfer is a particularly relevant process for contributing to sustainable development both for the cological and
technological transition. Strategies, funding and skilled personnel are needed to identify potential innovations and turn
them into products and services that generate an adequate response to the current needs of the transitions [2]. Without
technology transfer, there is a risk for scientific breakthroughs and academic research to remain mere theoretical work,
unapplied and unsuccessful for progress. For this reason, Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs) are being established and
have the task of intercepting and highlighting all the work carried out within universities and research centers that may
have a useful application on the market. TTOs attract investors who keep their antennae pointed at the entire
multiactorial ecosystem to offer economic support to the most promising projects, such as spin-offs born from university
projects. Plus, the enabling State, intervening with targeted funds and strategies, facilitates the interaction between all
these players [3].

Within this context, the following thesis will be aimed at:

- Analyzing the current status of application of TT within universities through literature review;
- Design a potential methodology to enable the process of TT within a University of social sciences;

- Verify a potential application of such Technology transfer with a case study of energetic industrial urban district
reconversion,

- Testand validate the methodology through the Law, Digital Innovation and Sustainability degree experience.
Preliminary Research Question
How can Universities of Social Science generate a tech/cognitive transfer to enable sustainable development?

- What are the fundamental means and resources for such transfer to occur?
- How does the transfer apply to energy reconversion in industrial districts?
- How can a potential innovative methodology be applied to enable a just digital and ecological transition?

Type of thesis (Method)

In order to answer to the research question, the experimental methodology of this thesis includes the following steps:

Conduct a sound gap analysis in the existing literature;
Map and define the stakeholders involved in the process;
Define the strategic means and resources for the process.
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Detect the innovative processes through the definition of a methodology for an effective cognitive tech
transfer,

5. Apply such methodology to a case study through interviews and data analysis.
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